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PROSPECTIVE EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S MEMORADUM NO. 12-42

Sub jeet: Details of Commissioning Ceremony -U.S.S. SUWANNEE,
1 The instructions set forth herein, governing the

commissioning ceremony for the SUWANNEE, on Thursday, 24 September,
1942, are issued for the information and guidance of Tall hands%.

2. GENERAL

In addition to the officers and crew of the SUWANNEE, there
will be present at the commissioning ceremony, the Supervisor of
Shipbuilding and steff, representatives of the Newport News Ship-
building and Drydock Co., the Chaplin from the Naval Operating Base;
approximately fifteen visiting officers and members of their imme-
dizte families, and members of the immediate families of SUWANJIEE
officers.

Da ARADE

The ceremony will be held on the Flight Deck at tho forward
clevator., Tuc crew will fall-in in accordance with #light Deck
Fairweather Parade No. 1. 'hien "general muster™ is sounded, divis-
ijon officers of divisions paraded aft, will march thelr respective
divisions forward in such & manner as to form a compact "Mass Form-
ation” just abaft the forward clevator.

In the event of inclemcnt weather, the eccremony will be con-
ducted on the Hangar Deek and Foulweather rarade No. 1 is prescribed.

Officials will take stations at the forward cdge cf the
slevator, facing aft; visiting officers will take station on the
port side of the clevator, facing %o starboard; gucsts will take
stations forward of the clovator. ;

4o SHMOKING REGULATICNGS

Smoking will be prohibited until aftor tho ship hag been
commissioned; thercafter smoking will bc regulated in accordance
with the applicablo section in the "Ship's Organization and Rog-
ulations”.

Se UNIFORM

The uniform for the commissioning ccremony will be that
shown under column "A" below, unlcss otherwisc dirccted by the
Prospective Commanding Officer:

z i A : B
Officcrs - Servicc Dress White : Service Dress Blue "B"
Chisf Petty Officers — Dress White « Dress Blus "B"
Enlisted Men ~ Undress White "AT, R N o

with ncckerchief




The uniform shown under column "B" may be prescribed if indicated
and appropriatc.

6k FUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM

The Shipyard will provide and test the public addrcss
system fittod with two microphones - onc at the forward edgc
of tho elevator for use by the Official Party ani the other
at the after edge of the clevator for use by the Executive
officer. The Communication Officcr will tost this equipment
for gatisfactory operation.

7 ESCORTS

Supervisor and staff - Captain Clark
Licut. Comdr. Aker.

Represcntatives of the
Shipbuilding Company - Comdr. Evans
Licut. Legendre

Flag and Commanding
Officers - Licut. Comdr. Arnold
Liecut. Comdr. Dclaney

Guecsts - Licut. Comdr. Jouson
Licut. Newbegin
Lisut.( j.g.) Bargreaves
Licut.( j.g.) Smith
Tdentall s £s ) Pleson
Lactbul Jage Eansleen
Lieut(jeg.) Glick

Ensign Wendt
Lnsign icCung
Ensign Whiting
0fficial Photographer
(1r. Griffiths) = Lieut. Brock

A1l officials end guests will be cescorted to the vicinity
of the Captain's Cabin upon arrival on board, and to their stations
Por the ccremony when notified that o1l is in resdiness; whon guests
have arrived at their stations for the cercmony, officer cscortswill
take station with ship's officcors, folling-in in double rank wi th
thc senior on the right, according to rank.

After the ccromony, officers and guests will procced aft
along the port side of the flight deck to the after elevator and
thenee to the hangar and wardroom.

8. THE WATCH

The Navigator will organize and instruct the deck watch,
which will be set when ordered by the Captain. The mombers of
this watch will not fall-in with their divisions, bub instead will
fall-in just outboard of the starboard ecdge of the forward elgvator.
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Junior Officer-of-the-Deck
Quartermaster of the watch
Boatswain's Mate
0.0.D. Mecsscngers (2)
Sideboys (6)
Bugler

COLORS

The Assistant Navigator will make preliminary preparations
and supcrvise fthe holisting of the Colors, Commission Pennant and

Admiral's Flag.

10,

PRO GRALT

1530 - Officors Call. Pass word "All Hands fto Quartors -

1555
1600

1615

1620

Flight Dock Parade No. 1™.

Station the following regular Getails in addition
to the rogular wateh:

With Captain ~ Captain's Orderly.
With Exceutivc Officer - Exec's., Orderly and
Bugler and Boatswain's

latc.

With Navigator - Dock Wateh to be sct
upon commissioning.

With Assistant Navigator - Quartcrmasters in colors
detail.

TAssembly",

I

= "General Muster™. Takc Mass Formation as prescriboed
in "Ship's Organization and Regulations™ modified
;o provide that the 1st Division move aft to station
145,

- Ship's Officers take stations for lMass Formation.
Boatswain's Matec and Bugler take station near
Executive Officors microphone, %"Colors Detail take
station at Island Structure and stand-by Colors,
Admiralfs Flag and Commission Ponnent. ( Ensign
Premo in charge).

. Executive Officer notify'Captain when ih all. respects
rcady. Escorts accompany officials and guests %o




o

Ch

Cy

(@8]

=2 e 3 ~tad = ——
aesignasitih ssasions.

- -— o033 - T e — - -
Execusive O0ffiecer oraer Ttisention? on gl

Supervisor, "Sir we are ready
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commissioning”.
rom Contractor.

Supervisor 4irs cts "Chaplain proceed wi ith the
invoeation”.
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Invocation.
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Txecentive Officer orders

Supervisor reais commissioning directive and directs
"In accordance wish instruciions from the Havy
Department, I direet thet the U.S5.8. SUWABNER be
commissioned™

Captain Girects Sxceutive 0fficer "Conduct the
Cercmony™.

Bxccutive OIf
face the Isla

Executive Office pugler sound "Morning
golors™, Colors and Commission anﬁgnt are hoisted
simultaneously. Officers and moen not in ranks
rentcr nand salutc.

Axccutive Officer orders tDivisions face forwa ed

tive Officcer report s 50

Xeou Captoin MSir, HRe
.S.8., SUWANTEEZ has been rl LC6 c

ommigsion™.

CJ tli

The Captain rcads his ordcrs and reports to the
Supervisor, "Sir, I accept commend of the U.5.5.
SUWAT N "—"H

The Su?uslSp”'S peErsd b

al is broken, then the
Commigsion Pennant is lowe
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fficer, "Sot the Wateh'”

Captain orders the Lxceutive

wecutive Officer O¢u8fs Tset Battle Condition IIT,
obafboi;& Iq ch One". Boatswain pipes and passcs
word, Boatswain's Jhtns repeat. Wateh folls out on
the double and take stations.
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Bxeeubive 0fficer

Wateh has boen set'.

Captain orders "Pipc Down'.

Boatswain plpes a
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party is clcar,

oréers "ﬁutroat“ on buglec.
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his personal flag shall be

Commandc



